Robert Hawker part II
Completion of the Old Testament section of the Poor Man's Commentary 1812
While Napoleon marched on Moscow and experienced devastating defeat, Robert Hawker brought to
completion the Old Testament section of his commentary on his 59th birthday April 13, 1812.
The completion of this work on his birthday marked the beginning of the practice he sought to
continue to the end of his life, that is of sending some work to the press, or commencing some good
work, on the day of his birthday by means of a thank offering to the Lord for past mercies, and
acknowledgment of "hitherto hath the Lord helped us."
Before starting on the New Testament, he prepared and published, The Poor Man's Concordance and
Dictionary to the Sacred Scriptures both of the Old Testament and the New
Formation of the Corpus Christi Society September 26, 1813
Dr. Hawker had already founded as we saw earlier the Misericordia Society, for the relief of poor
destitute strangers. This society however as its name suggests, Corpus Christi Society, was founded
for the help and benefit of church members who had fallen on hard times. It was based on the
concept in Acts 6:3 – 6, where the seven deacons, men of honest report be chosen to distribute alms
for the relief of poor Christians.
At the same time he entered into a friendly controversy with the Rev. J. Stevens Minister of York St.,
Chapel, London on the matter of the free – existence of the human soul of Christ, " which doctrine our
worthy friend thought to be erroneous."
The same writer challenge Dr. Hawker justified his reasons for staying within the established church.
Hawker gave him this reply.
I do belong to the Church of England. For indeed and in truth, amidst many things in her liturgy and discipline
which would admit of much improvement, the soundness of faith in her articles of homilies is such, as without
giving offense to any order of orthodox professors whatever, I may venture to say, is exceeded by none. And
where I disposed to leave the establishment, because mingled with sound doctrine because there are errors in it I
should be as a loss to know what class of dissenters to join, when nothing of equal incorrectness is discoverable!
Moreover, if I do not greatly err the Lord hath blessed me and my poor labourers where I now am I was born in
the establishment, and newborn in it; and have witnessed the new birth of others in it also. Until, therefore, I see
the pillar of cloud going out before me, I should not think myself justified in departing. Every servant of the
Lord ordained by the Lord to his ministry, is like a sentinel on his post. And it is death, by the military law, for
a soldier to leave his station, before that he who planted the watch comes to relieve him. I need not tell you who
it is that access the bounds of his peoples habitations.
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In regard to the question of the pre- existence of the human soul of Christ as advocated by the Rev. J.
Stevens, Robert Hawker firmly rejects this teaching. Williams his biographer does not go into detail
in regard to his reply but we might quote from the Articles of the Gospel Standard Societies who
themselves had to deal with this issue as indeed other denominations at this time, in respect to this
question.
We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, being set up from everlasting as the
Mediator of the New Covenant, and having engaged to be the Surety of his people, did, in the fullness of time,
really and truly assume human nature, and not before, either in whole or in part. And we believe that though he
existed from all eternity as the eternal Son of God, the human soul of the Lord Jesus did not exist before it was
created and formed in his body by him who forms the soul of man within him, when that body was conceived
under the overshadowing of the Holy Ghost, in the womb of the Virgin Mary. And we believe that Christ's
human nature consists of the true body and a reasonable soul, both of which, together and at once, the Son of
God assumed into union with his Divine Person, when made of a woman and not before, that this human
nature was not sinful, peccable, or mortal, though capable of death by a voluntary act, but essentially and
intrinsically your and holy; and that in it he really suffered, bled and died, as the Substitute and surety of his
church and people, in their room and stead, and for no others; whereby, together with his holy, spotless life, he
fulfilled the law, and satisfied all the claims of justice, as well as made a way for all those blessings which are
needful for his people, both for time and eternity.
Article Five of the Gospel Standard Strict Baptist Churches

Another criticism of Dr. Hawker levelled at him by the Rev. J Stevens, was that he stayed within the
Established Church because of the financial benefits of such a position.
Hawker replied:
I am an old man, and lately brought back from the border of the grave, and now every day hastening fast toward
it again, may I be credited when I say, that had the love of money preponderated with me, many a year since I
might have quitted the Church of England on very advantageous terms of worldly profit. Neither on this
ground hath the temptation been small. For, although I am a man of little expense, yet never, in any one year
since I into the ministry, hath the income of my labours being competent to cover the maintenance of my
household and, but for all the resources, I must have been poor indeed!
Williams points out that on one occasion Dr. Hawker was offered £2000 by a dissenting cause to leave
the Established Church and become their minister. Hawker refused this princely sum replying that
the Lord had placed him in the Church of England as a sentinel until the Lord removed in the dare
not leave it.

Though Hawker clearly was a faithful Church of England pastor nevertheless he did not conform to
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what at that time was the Church of England norm, in several respects.
He was unusual for this time in preaching extempore. It was also not the norm in the Church of
England at this time to sing hymns in church. The Church of England only sang psalms until hymns
were gradually introduced in the 1830s. Hawker quoted from the 39 Articles, Article 37
For the comfort of such as delights in music, it may be permitted, that at the beginning or end of common
prayer, either morning or evening; that maybe someday I him, all such like son, to the praise of Almighty God,
in the best melody in music that may be conveniently devised, having respects that the sentence of the hymn
may be understood and perceived.
Poor Man's Commentary New Testament section complete 1816.
This was completed and sent to the press April 13, 1816 being the occasion of his 63rd birthday.
Again he stated the purpose of the work to be... "To hold up and to hold for the Lord Jesus Christ as God's
Christ, and us the sole perfection of all his people.
Controversy over his views denying progressive sanctification
He freely admitted that the whole tide of Biblical commentaries were against him in this opinion.
His biographer seeks to explain his views as follows:
To sum up in a few words his view of this interesting subject, it is this: – that the child of God is when
regenerated only renewed in the spirit of his mind; that the body is still a vile body, a corrupt body, and will
remain so till it be so a natural body and raised a spiritual body; that the believer is enabled to mortify the flesh
with its affections and lusts, through the indwelling presence of the Holy Ghost; that the keeping of the body
and subjection, the mortifying of the flesh with all its vile affections and the gracious fruits of the Spirit which
appeared in the believer's life, is not his sanctification, but the sweet testimonies and happy effects of his
sanctification.
Notwithstanding he maintains that the body is not renewed, nor so sanctified as to be free from corruption and
sin, he considers it, by the indwelling of the Spirit at Temple consecrated to God, or of vessel like that of the
sanctuary, set apart for the Masters use, and ought not to be used for unhallowed purposes. If by progressive
sanctification anyone understand, that a believer continues more or less through the indwelling of the Spirit to
evidence his sanctification by the fruits of the Spirit, or at least by some signs of spiritual life, he by no means
denies this; but maintains it, though the believer may sometimes for wise purposes be stripped a like a tree of
both fruit and leaves, and his spiritual life be only known by the peeling of the bark, if I may so speak, that is to
say, by an investigation of the inward man; yet when the Holy Spirit (as the life that is in him proceeding from
the root) puts forth his strength, the believer shall again flourish in all his vigour, verdure, and fruitfulness. If
by progressive holiness, others may understand the Christian pilgrim's continued progress in the Kings
highway of holiness he by no means denies this, though he shows that he has no holiness of his own; for his very
best dress of this description is indeed a poor tattered garment, nay, nothing but filthy rags. He acknowledges
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that the least deviation from the right path humbles and grieves him. But, by progressive holiness anyone
understand, that this body, the flesh, become holier and holier, this he denies; although as a proof of his
sanctification in the Spirit, the body be kept in subjection. He denies the sanctification of the fleshly body, either
in whole or in part, though of vessel set apart for the Masters use; and this vessel, as far as it is cleansed, is not
so by virtue of any inherent holiness in itself, but by the subject with an restraining influence of the Holy
Ghost. In relation to church members, "walking honestly towards them that are without", it were a reproach to
the name of Christ if the ungodly had any charge to bring against them. Very sweet to this purpose is that
comprehensive exhortation by the Holy Ghost to the church, that whatsoever things are true, honest, just, pure
all, lovely, and of good report, believers in Christ are expected above all men to be eminent in the practice of
these things."
Williams page 143 – 144
In 1820 another publication was sent out to the publishers again on his birthday April 13th.
This was the Poor Man's Prayer Book. It was formed from Scriptural passages and prayers, the
intention being to give help in forming the believer’s prayers and to give substance to the contents of
those prayers.
The book also gives encouragement in prayer, derived from Dr. Hawkers own experience in dealing
with difficulties in prayer and advice on how to experience enlargement in prayer etc.

Again on the same date as his birthday, this time April 13, 1822 he sent one of his most remarkable
works to the press.
This was his, Scripture extracts, accompanied with notes and observations from some of the most
striking historical parts of Scripture.
One of his reviewers suggested that the title might also have been, Scripture Portraits. Another
comment was, among these Scripture Portraits, there are some beautiful sketches of the Lord Jesus himself,
together with some prominent object of his benevolence, as originally set forth by the unerring pencil of divine
truth. In all these portraits the outlines are admirably depicted, in which there is strength without harshness,
and boldness blended with the finest touches of his masterly skill. (Williams)
This work was intended to be a supplement to two books of daily readings which came to be called,
The Poor Man's Morning and Evening Portions, Hawker added: for the use of the poor of this world, who
are rich in grace, and heirs of the Kingdom of God. This publication has become and remains probably
Hawker’s most well- known and enduring work.
Other books followed such as a work on The Lord's Supper, and another which he produced in his
70th year, Zion's Pilgrim from the Age of Seventy. These were accompanied by his continued
production of numerous tracts.
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We turn now to 1823, when he joined in the fight to bring about the abolition of slavery in the
English Colonies.
He produced first a work entitled, An Appeal to the Common feeling of Mankind, on behalf of the Negroes
in the West Indies Islands.
He set up a Society where the plan was to buy land in the West Indies, that is land on which the
purchaser became also the owner of all the slaves on the plantation. His proposal was having
purchase such land to change the status of the slaves to that of employees in that they were paid a
regular wage. At a later date he then proposed to offer them their full freedom.
Because of various prohibitions on charitable institutions buying such plantations this scheme never
properly materialized.

Publication of his Poor Man's Prayer Book April 13, 1820
These were prayers based on Scripture passages. The idea was to help to supply words and themes to
assist in prayer and communion with God. The book also included notes giving encouragements to
pray and advice on dealing with difficulties in prayer and how to achieve enlargement in prayer etc.
He commented that this work is intended to be a supplement to the little work, sent out some time
since, entitled, the poor Man's Morning and Evening Portions, mentioned above.

Another interesting practice he engaged in was that of selling cheap bread to the poor. Hawker at
this time had produced a small tract or pamphlet with the lengthy title:
Bread Selling to the Poor Half Price, a Sweet Memorial of the Bread of Life, which is given to the Poor of the
Lord's People without Money and without Price.
These were hard times and in winter, money was in short supply, and the poor went hungry.
Hawker decided that something must be done. He began to take up collections after the Sunday
morning service for the purpose of providing the poor with cheap bread. He did not intend to give
the bread way. He set up a stall in the churchyard where 6d loaves were sold for 3d. It was based on
sound business sense for he knew that by ordering a 1000 loaves from the bakers he could sell them
at much reduced price and still partly cover his costs.
The churchyard was crowded with eager purchasers, and he was pleased to see how happy they
were at such an opportunity being given to them. At the same time, he lamented that they were not
so keen to receive the Bread of Life freely.
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In 1824 he embarked upon a major work involving a great deal of research and learning. This was
his... The Portrait of an English Bishop of the 16th Century.
Williams comments:
It furnishes the reader with many interesting particulars in the public and private history of all most learned
and devoted bishops, about the time of the Reformation and in the following age. It is replete with general
information, and can scarcely be read by anyone without benefit and is well worth the proposal of the young the
clergy. Though written after he had passed his 70th year, it shows the author to have been in the full vigour of
his mental powers. Not one of all his productions exhibits a greater variety of reading, or embodies more matter
in smaller compass. From what we may judge of this specimen, he would've shown as an ecclesiastical
historian. "It may be demanded," he said, "why give the portraits of a bishop of the 16th century, rather than
that of any other century? The answer is at hand. This was the era which in reference to the religion of this
country, might well be called the Golden age of the church." The man so, title page exhibits a miniature sketch
of the office design. It is the character of Archbishop Leighton, by Bishop Burnet. In the prelates of that century,
there was a close resemblance to the apostolic pattern. "And what's summed up and put a beautiful finish to
that whole character, they live what they preach, and taught only what they themselves practiced. Some men
talk well of God by books; but those men spake from the heart. The general feature of the Saints of God
corresponded to what Jerome said of Nepotianus, who by frequency none remixing meditation of the Scriptures
as his mind so stored with them, that the father called him, "a magazine of knowledge, and the library of
Christ."
p. 227 Williams
His declining years
At the beginning of the year 1827 we find Dr. Hawker increasingly troubled by an inflammation of
the lungs and a violent cough. His doctor recommended a period of convalescence.
He was unable to preach again until 18 March, when in fact he preached on that day it was to be his
last sermon in the Parish Church of Charles. He preached both morning and evening on with
tremendous liberty and power and the sermons on both occasions lasted for one hour and a quarter.
However, the following Lords Day found himself unable to follow up his ministerial labours. He said
to his daughter, on hearing the sound of the church bells. "These bells, my dear child, which are calling
others to tread the courts of the Lord's house, are not calling me. I cannot go to the house of the Lord; but "this
also, cometh of the Lord of hosts, who is wonderful in counsel excellent in working – wisdom and power are
His."
He became increasingly weaker in the following days and on the Wednesday he proposed visiting his
daughter in Totness believing that the change of air would do him good. The following morning, he
left home for Totness leaving the church in the care of his curate the Rev. Septimus Courtney.
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He left for Totness on the morning of Thursday, March 29, 1829.
After less than a week he found no improvement in his health and asked to be taken back to
Plymouth. He returned to the city of his ministrations on Friday April 6. On the Friday morning he
rose early and ate and full breakfast before setting out. He arrived back in Plymouth at about 3:15 in
the afternoon. By the end of that day his earthly pilgrimage had ended and he had entered heaven
and the place his Saviour had prepared for him.
The account of his final hours, and funeral are recorded here in the words of Williams his biographer.
pp 258-261.
On his arrival at his dwelling, at about 3:15 in the afternoon, he was assisted from the carriage; but he
had not entered many minutes before he called his household together, and set up his Ebenezer of
praise; for, as his family testify, he seemed to have done with prayer, as if he had nothing more to
ask. It was all praise, thanking the Lord for his mercies in taking him out and bringing him home;
and raising his voice to give emphasis to his last words, he said, “Praise be our God, for his mercy in
jewellery for ever.” To his family he said, “I shall not be long with you, I am leaving you; but God
will be still with you.” Very shortly after, he was removed to his chamber, but was able to assist in
undressing himself for bed. After being a little composed, and raised with pillows to a sitting posture,
he repeated from memory a part of the first chapter of the Epistle to the Ephesians from the 6 to the
12 verse: as he proceeded he enlarged on the verses but dwelt more fully on these words, “to the
praise of the glory of his grace;” and very sweetly on these,” in whom we have redemption through
his blood, the forgiveness of sins according to the riches of his grace.”…. His medical friend, Mr
Dunning, and Alden eminent practitioner who was present, said he never witnessed such a death
before.
Had he lived he would have completed his 74th year. This day of aerial was his day of birth. 10
clergyman attended his funeral; and the usual service was read by his “fellow labourer in the
ministry,” the Rev Septimus Courteney. Many thousands were present, and the scene was truly
affecting, and the language of everyone seemed to be – “surely, there is a great man fallen in Israel!”
His body lies interred in the parish church of Charles, in the same vault with his wife and mother,
about 30 feet from the south door in the aisle on the left-hand; and a marble monument is being
erected to his memory in the chancel of the said church. Over the tablet, which bears the following
inscription, is a marble bust of the venerable author: –
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